THE   BALANCE
Twenty years younger and twenty years older respectively than the man to whom they plead, elegant and charming, clever and powerful, they raise their friendly voices. In vain. The Kaiser lays "Daisy" aside; on the other message he writes: "An old and very much honoured acquaintance of mine!" Attached is a note from Zimmerman: "Answer in the name of His Majesty?" Next to it ths answer: "As cable is closed^ no use.—Stumm"
Are not these the true voices of the Wilhelmstrasse ? Telegrams are going ceaselessly between Berlin and London, in spite of the alleged "closing" of the cable.. But there is a last, small danger that the banker with his Jewish money might interfere, as once Jacob Schiff did with the Russians in New York. Therefore: "No use.— Stumm"
At last the London Cabinet is relieved of this tension by means of Belgium. Churchill and Kitchener had always insisted that Germany meant to invade. Whether Belgium would decide to resist was doubtful: the tradition of centuries must make England hope for and encourage such resistance. Had she not defended these coasts, ever since the first Edward, against Spain, the Bourbon, and Napoleon ? No Great Power must be allowed to stand on that shore and look across; therefore it was invested with perpetual neutrality.
Protection of the weak 3 How, then, came England to refuse Bismarck's suggestion that she should guarantee Luxemburg's neutrality? That was a demi-vierge of sorts whose honour England felt herself unable to guard. But the Maid of Flanders must be no man's bride, her castle by the sea must remain a flower-garden, unsullied by arms or fortifications.                  ^,
Gladstone had proved thil^once. A pioneer of international law, a pacifist,  an Englishman through and ttoovgb, Grey's predecessor and model, he wrote in 1870 fet answer  to   Bismarck's   revelations   of   Napoleon's s: "// wonld fa impmible for us to look on while md wdepettd&nce are mcrificed:* He was sincere In
'ess of Pless; the other is Lord Rothschild.
